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In a notice on p. 552 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 

ssible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 547-51. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports recently issued by the Foreign Office 
will be found on pp. 542-44. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
Sale of Iron the purchase of the iron bodies, &c., of the 
Bodies of Surplus surplus R.M.L. gun carriages and slides now 
RML a lying for disposal at the Royal Arsenal, 
<> aaa Woolwich, and at the Royal Naval Ordnance 
a t _ Depdts at Portsmouth and Plymouth, where 
cctead. forms of tender and all information may be 
Setiementh ond obtained, on application to the respective Naval 
Pl th. Ordnance Officers. 
Forms of tender and conditions of contract: 
may also be obtained on application to the Director of Army 
Contracts. 
' The iron bodies can be viewed on production of a form of tender 
on application. 
A 
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The Secretary of State for Waar is prepared to receive tenders for 
Sale of Old the purchase of 188 old obsolete R.M.L. guns 
Obsolete R.ML. (weighing approximately 2,294 tons), which 
“Gitng atthe may be. seen, and forms of tender and _ all 
Royal Areenal information -obtained, on application to the 
Woolwich. Prineipal -Ordnance Officer, Royal. Arsenal, 
Woolwich, between the hours of 10 and 4:0’clock, 
on any day. (Sundays and Saturday afternoons excepted) prior to 
the date for receipt of tenders. 


The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
Sale of Ola the purchase of seven old obsolete R.M.L. guns 
Obsolete R.ML. (weighing approximately 97 tons), now lying 
eneab for disposal at Tilbury Fort. 
‘Tilbury Fort. Forms of tender and all information may be 
_— obtained on application to the Chief Ordnance 
Officer, Gun Wharf, Chatham, between the hours of 10 and 
4 o'clock, on any day (Sundays and Saturday afternoons excepted) 
prior to the date for receipt of tenders. 
» Forms of tender and conditions of contract may also be obtained 
on application to the Director of Army Contracts. 
The guns can be seen, on production of a form of tender, on 
application to Officer Commanding, Royal Artillery, Tilbury Fort. 


- The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
Sale of the purchase of a number of unserviceable 
Unserviceable field carriages, limbers, waggons, &c., now 
lying for disposal at the Sale Yard, "Royal 
Limbers oo. “a Arsenal, Woolwich, which may be seen, and 
boicet oo > forms of tender and all information obtained, 
Ro application to the Principal Ordnance 
Officer, between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock, 
.on any day (Sundays and Saturday afternoons 
excepted) prior to the date for receipt of tenders. 


The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
oe the purchase of the iron bodies, &c., of the 
Bodies of Old old unserviceable gun carriages and slides, at 
emmivisedble the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, which may be 
Gus og 80CR, and forms of tender and all information 
pe ~ Seana the obtained, on application to the Principal 
meni Gtseal Ordnance Officer, between the hours of 10 and 
4 o'clock, on any day (Sundays and Saturday 
afternoons exoapted) prior to the date for 


receipt of tenders. 

Tenders for any of the above are to be delivered at the War 
Office; Pall Mall, S.W., by 12 o’clock noon, on Friday, the 
20th day of September, 1901, addressed to the Director of Army 
Contracts. 


ae 
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CANADA. 


The “ Royal Gazette” of Nova Scotia, dated Ist August, contains 
New Railway in ° notice that a charter has been granted to 
Messrs. Mackenzie and Mann to build a Jine of 
railway from Halifax to Yarmouth, known as 

the South Shore Road. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained :— 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


Home Enquiries—A gentleman who is about to proceed to 
Canada with a commission to purchase butter in the centres of 
production, asks for information respecting the situation of 
factories, creameries, &c., and particulars concerning same. 

Several business men who are shortly starting business in South 
Africa as general merchants, with departments for hardware, fancy 
goods, crockery, grocery, &c., are desirous of hearing from Canadian 
manufacturers requiring representation. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Montreal mining engineer and geologist 
offering good references is open to undertake work for English 
capitalists requiring the services of a fully qualified man. 

A lumber merchant in Ontario desires to get into communication 
with English importers of small woodenware, such as brush backs, 
and other small articles used in the brush trade. 


Foreign Enquiry.—Inquiry has been received from a correspon- 
dent in Rome for quotations of Canadian oak, unsawn ; presumably 
oak logs. 


AUSTRALIA. 


A correspondent of the “Iron Age” (New York) reports that 
extensive building operations are now taking 


Builéers place in the district of Toowomba in Queens- 
Material in 
land. Contractors, however, experience great 
Queensland. 


difficulty in obtaining an adequate supply 

of bricks. Among the buildings in progress are large refresh- 

ment rooms, an auction mart, two hotels, a bank, a convent, 

en chapel, in addition to numerous stores and dwelling 
ouses. > 


A2 
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NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, statin 

— Soft that tenders are invited by the Movnngiee 
Army Sanitary Derét, not later than 10 a.m. 
on the 13th inst., for the supply of 10,000 metres of soft gauze. 

Tenders for the same, marked “ Blédgaze,” should be handed to 
the head office of the Sanitary Department (Sanitetsforvalteren), 
Nedre Foestningen, Christiania, and samples and further informa- 
tion on the subject may be obtained on application at the same 
address. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 10 to 15 
per cent. is given to Norwegian tenders. [See notice at p. 652 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 20th June last. ] 


FRANCE. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

from H.M. Consul at Calais, stating that 

po tenders are invited for works in 

: with a lock-gate and aqueduct at Calais, 

including the construction of the coffer dam, 

the masonry of the lock and the aqueduct, but not comprising 
metal work. 

The cost of the works is estimated at 60,000/., and tenders 
should be addressed to M. Thanneur, Ingénieur-en-chef, a 
Boulogne-sur-Mer, up to 4 p.m. on the 20th inst. 

The final adjudication is expected to take place about the end 
of October. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 31st ult. publishes a notice calling 
for tenders for the supply of 7,500 kilogs. of 
ee pack thread (“‘bramante”) for the use of the 


Spanish mint. Tenders will be received up to 

Beak 3rd October. 

The ‘“ Gazette” containing the above notice and a copy of the 
form of tender may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


_ 
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GREECE. 


The “lron Age” (New York) of 22nd ult. announces that some 
Small A cial time in 1902 the Greek Government will place 
iti extensive orders for small arms and ammunition. 
Ammunition, gum equal to about 1,100,001. is to be 
provided for this purpose, together with any money realised by the 
disposal of a large stock of obsolete material which has been 
accumulated in past years. 


ITALY. 


According to the Milan “ Commercio,” a company has just 
been formed at Carrara, Italy, under the 


Concession for = ,ame of Societa Tramvia e Luce Electrica di 


r Electric a Carrara, for the purpose of constructing and 
yay | need working an electric traction system between 
Electric Lig that town and Carrara di Marina, also for 


providing the town and community of Carrara with electrie 
light and power for industrial purposes. The concession 
granted to the company is for a term of 52 years. Carrara has 
a population of about 25,000, and is the centre of the Italian 
marble industry. The road at the outset will be some three 
miles in length. 


MEXICO. 


“La Tierra de Mexico” (Mexico) for August gives the conditions 
Ship-building of a ten years’ concession which is stated to have 
oe been recently granted to Mr. Henry D. 
Bushnell for the building of river steamships at 
Frontera or other place. The principal of these conditions appears 
to be that the Government may require steam vessels to be con- 
structed for them by the concessionaires at a reduction of 10 per 
cent. from the selling price to the general public, whilst the conces- 
sionaires may import all materials duty free. 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia reports that barbed galvanised wire is 
imported into his district in increased quan- 
tities. Formerly the United Kingdom was 
the chief supplier of this article, but now 


Packing of 
Barbed Wire. 


both Germany and the United States supply more than British 
firms do, and unless greater care is given to the manner in 
which British traders pack the wire, they will lose this valuable 
trade. The wire arrives unpacked, but tightly rolled in reels 
of 100 lbs., protected at each end by 2-inch boards. British 


y/ 
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firms often supply these with only one board at each end of the 
reel, and do not see to the tight rolling of the wire, with the 
result that it unravels and presents an untidy appearance, so 
that the merchant has to ask less for British wire than he 
obtains for the well-reeled American article, which is always 
protected at both ends by two 2-inch boards placed crossways. 
That the British mode of packing is capable of much improve- 
ment has been certified, says the Consul, by his personal 
examination of many parcels. (loreign Office, Annual Series, 


2,696.) 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

Dock building from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, stating 

at Par& that tenders are invited by the Brazilian Minister 

; of Industry and Public Works, to be received 

not later than the 30th September, for the construction of docks 

for loading, discharge, and storage of merchandise at the Port of 

Belem (Paré). 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 

personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for Cast {fom H-M. Vice-Consul at Amsterdam, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Netherlands 
Ministry for the Colonies, to be received not 
later than the 18th September, for the supply 
of about 3,075 tons of asphalted cast-iron pipes for waterworks at 
Soerabaya ; of various parts of railway carriages and waggons, and 
100 asphalted cast-iron pipes for the Netherlands Indies State 
Railways; for zinced iron wire for the Government telegraphic 
service, and zinced iron supporters and bars for insulators for the 
military engineers in the Netherlands Indies. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Iron Pipes at 
Soerabaya. 


PERSIA. 


The “Times of India” quotes the following letter of Captain 
ss Webb-Ware to the Upper India Chamber 
Trade via Quetta of Commerce, dated 6th August :— 
and Nushki. “The erection of a suitable building in 
Quetta for the accommodation of merchants and others 


* See also p. 523 of this number. 
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interested inthe Nushki-Seistan tradé“route, and ‘the appoint?” 
ment of Khan Bahadur Mirza Mahomed Taki Khan, ‘an old- 
and respected Government pensioner, with duties: to, safeguard: 


the interests of traders arriving in Quetta; and to aid them iii, 
disposing of their goods and making their purchases, has’ 
enabled-me to put into practice a scheme I have long had under, 
, consideration, to provide a small institute in Quetta where 

patterns of such goods as are in demand in Persia will, in 

future, be kept on view. The building selected is especially 

adapted to the purpose for which it has been provided, as ‘it is . 
within the limits of the caravansarai, and is thus immediately 

in view of every trader arriving. 

“T beg to request that you will favour me by requesting 
such members of your Chamber of Commerce as are interested 
in trade with Persia to forward me, carriage paid, specimen 
patterns of the goods they manufacture, taking care to label 
each pattern in English, Urdu, and Persian,..with the manu- 
facturer’s name in full, the initial cost of each article per 
maund, bale, &€., as the case may be, the carriage to Quetta, 
as well as any other incidental charges, and such other-informa- 
tion as can be compressed into a small space, and will prove of 
advantage to would-be purchasers. I would request, you. to 
explain to the members of your Chamber of Commerce that 
within a reasonable limit they cannot forward too many 
patterns, as the requirements of Persian trade are as numerous 
as they are varied, and include such goods as tea, indigo, piece- 
goods of every description and variety, ironmongery, glassware, 
cutlery, jewellery, watches, saddlery, leather goods of every | 
description, not excluding ladies’ kid boots and shoes, paper, 
cigarettes and tobacco, fancy goods, &e. In a caravan which 
recently left Quetta were included, amongst other goods, iron 
bedsteads, mincing machines, stained-glass windows, and 
bicycles. I would note that when calculating railway freights 
to Quetta, the rebates on the freight of goods granted by the 
North-Western Railway and other railway systems should. 
necessarily be duly considered. 

“ Messrs. McIver McKenzie of Karachi, and Mr. D. McBean 
of the Quetta Branch of the Punjab Bank, are prepared to 
act as forwarding agents. 

“T would lastly beg you to give the widest possible circula- 
tion to this letter.” 


In connection with the above, Lieutenant-Colonel E. Chenevix- 
Trench, H.B.M.’s Consul-General at Meshed, 

Camel Caravan Persia, has notified to the Indian press 
that about 1,000 camels, carrying wool, 
jujub, almonds, carraway seed, ghee, carpets, 


from Quetta to 
Persia. 


f 
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feathers, &c., will leave Herat, Meshed, Birjand, Seistan, 
and Kirman for Quetta about the middle of October 
next, and should reach Quetta towards the middle of January. 
Indian traders desirous of purchasing such articles should be 
in Quetta to meet the caravan. 

The same camels will be available for the transport of goods 
from Quetta to Persia, and traders wishing to export goods to 
Persia should have their merchandise in Quetta about the time 
mentioned for the arrival of the caravan. 

It is hoped that this notice will be of value to traders, and 
help them to obtain transport from Quetta to Persia easily. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notices on p. 723 and pp. 732-3 of the 
Sines “Board of Trade Journal” of 27th June 
ais - last, the ‘‘ Iron Age” of 22nd August, states 
= ition at = that the managers of the World’s Fair, to 
t. Louis, = be held at St. Louis, in 1903, in cele- 
Missouri. bration of the centennial of the Louisiana 
Purchase, are pushing things in a very vigorous manner. The 
projected exhibition is to be thoroughly international in its 
scope, and all the nations of the world will be invited by the 
President to participate in displaying their natural and 
artificial products. According to the plans the exhibition will 
cover nearly 1,000 acres of land, and will exceed in size and 
cost the Columbian Exposition in Chicago. A large sum of 
money was appropriated by Congress in aid of the enterprise, 
and the State of Missouri, the city of St. Louis, and private 
capital have all come forward with great liberality in support 
of the undertaking. 


| 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS 
OF SOUTHERN CHINA. 

The following article on the trade and shipping of the Treaty 
Ports of Southern China, including the inland ports of Lungchow, 
Szemao, Mengtsz and Yatung, which are not situated on the coast, 
completes the account of the trade of all the treaty ports of China 
for 1900. Previous articles on the Northern and Central Ports 
appeared in the issues of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 25th 
July and for the 15th and 29th ult. The Ports of Southern 
China are eleven in number, viz., Canton, Wuchow and Samshui 
on the West River (Si-Kiang), Kowloon opposite to Hong-Kong: 
Lappa at the entrance to the West River, the port nearest to the 


Portuguese colony at Macao: Kiungchow on the island of Hainan : 
Lungchow on the border of Kwangsi and Tonkin: 
Mengtsz and Szemao, the ports for Southern Yunnan: and Yatung 
on the borders of Tibet. 

The net values of the Imports into these ports, excepting 
* (distinguishing foreign and native imports), for each of 


Pakhoi : 


Yatung, 


the years 1898, 1899 and 1900, were as is follows : — 


1898. 1899. 1900. 
Ports. 
Foreign. Native. Foreign Native. Foreign. Native. 
| 
H. 'faels, H.Taels. | H.Taels. | I. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Canton 11,995,953 | 13,777,594 13,889,687 | 17,813,030 13,627,664 | 17,718,511 
Wuchow 2,824,486 | 145,371 | 4,097,510 91, 883 | 4,496,811 89,681 
Samshui *238, 939 | 100,931 2,322,447 73, 123 || 1,430,307 35,819 
Kowloon a, 138, 751 | 6,049,749 24,500,910 5.810,261 | 20; 768,638 5,451,195 
Lappa ooo 3,347,685 | 3, 301, | 3,654,630 3,920,609 || 3,943, "902 3,989,138 
Kiungchow one 1,991,563 | 2,432 473 16,061 | 2°093,150 1,545 
Pakhoi 368,320 10, 2,443,364 35,552 || 2,012,920 37,512 
Lungchow .., 120,327 | 74,493 123;324 
Mengtsz 2, 453, 839 3,373,641 2,963,242 
Szemao "296, 165 | 171,432 150, 195 
Total { H. Taels | 43,706,028 | 23,392,475 || 56,960,587 | 27,760,519 || 51,639,453 | 27,323,401 
£ 6,306,000 3,375,000 | 8,574,000 | 4,178,000 8,015,000 4,241,000 


The. total values of the native produce of local origin exported 
from the same 10 ports in 1898, 1899, and 1900, were’ as in the 
following table :— 


Ports, 1898. 1899, 1900, 
H. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. 

Canton aa 23,781,426 26,939,147 21,058,997 

Wuchow “33 1,244,951 1,933,849 1,939,571 

Samshui “te "275,043 571,708 816,756 

Kowloon as 22,511,512 26,221,055 20,857,760 
Lappa 5,881,874} 6,178,279} 5,640,729 

Kiungchow ... 1,682,032 2,199,172 1, 658,538 

Pakhoi 1,786,952 1,662,952 1,796,084 

Lungchow . 14,558 11,143 9,186 

Mengtsz 1,218,811 1,883,297 2,439,083 

Szemao 35,554 42,462 35,316 

Total \ H. Taels 67,932,713 67,638 064 56,251,975 

£ 8,358,000 10,181,000 8.731,000 


* For an account of the trade of Yatung see the last part of this article. 


+ To Macao only. 


> | | 
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The equivalents given in sterling are calculated at the average 
value of the Haikwan Tael in the respective years, viz., in 1898 
- 28. 103d., in 1899 3s. 03d., and in 1900 3s. 13d. 

With regard to the shipping at the Treaty Ports of Southern 
China the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared (steamers and sailing vessels) at the 
ports of Canton, Wuchow, Samshui, Kiungchow, and Pakhoi in 
1899 and 1900. For the Ports of Lappa and Kowloon similar 
statistics are not available, and Lungchow, Szemao, Mengtsz and 
Yatung are inland places without shipping under general regula- 
tions. The table distinguishes British, Chinese, German, American 
and French vessels, and gives the percentage of the total tonnage 
represented by the respective flags. 


1899. | 1900. 

Nationality. PerCent.) Per 
of total |, of tota. 

No. Tons. Tonnage. | No. Tons. Tonnage. 
British 7,617 3,617,466 | 69°9 || 5,821 | 3,364,146 | 
Chinese 9,787 677,591 7,834 579,293 118 
German 598 395,436 76 470 375,116 
French 692 376,754 73 737 423,881 
American... 106 6,688 01 88 43,860 9 
Allothers ... 927 100,161 2-0 688 114,496 2°4 
Totals... «../ 19,527 | 5,174,096 | 1000 || 15,638 | 4,900,792 | 100-0 


The above figures do not include the entries and clearances of 
steam vessels plying from and to Canton under the Inland Water 
Steam Navigation Regulations. 

Yatung.—This treaty port, which was opened for the development 
of the trade across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, had from its opening 
as a trade mart down to the year 1899 shown a consistent and 
satisfactory increase on a small scale, but in 1900 it experienced a 
“set back,” attributed in the report to the combination of unsettled 
times with local visitations of disease. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from Tibet via Yatung during each of the last five years :— 


Imports into|Exports from 

Year. Tibet via Tibet via 

Yatung. Yatung. 

Rupees. Rupees. 

1896 ... ove ove 561,395 781,269 


NoTE.—Rupee = 1s. 4d, 
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With regard more particularly to the trade in the year 1900, 
the following tables show the value of the principal articles 
imported into, and exported from, Tibet via Yatung in that year :-— 


I—Imports into Tibet via Yatung. 


Value 
1899. 1900. 
Rupees Rupees 
Woollen cloth ine 186,209 120,183 
Piece-goods of woollen and cotton mixed ak <a0 8,188 4,209 
Metals of all kinds... ote 74,461 79,829 
a Silk manufactures ... wad 91,728 36,175 
, ( Rs. 962,637 730,502 
Total ... eee eee ) 64,175 48,700 
II.—Exports from Tibet via Yatung. 
| 
Principal Articles, 1899. | 1900. 
Rupees. Rupees. 
Sheep’s wool... eee | 581,944 539,648 | 
tails + ... age 42,628 27,556 
Mules and ponies ... ane 36,823 29,744 
850° 
Woollen cloth see 12,300 3,952 
Other articles hah 18,858 18,598 
j Rs. 822,760 710,012 
Total “1 £| 54850 47,334 


q 
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COMMERCIAL POSSIBILITIES OF SAHARA PORTS. 


It would hardly appear to be likely that any great commercial 
possibilities would be discovered in the inhospitable sea-shore of 
the Great Sahara desert but, according to the ‘ Politique Coloniale” 
of 22nd inst., there are at least two points of this coast which 
are destined to play a prominent part in the future, viz., Arguin 
and Portendick. 

Arguin or Agadir Bay as it is called on the English maps, is 
stated to be as rich a ground for cod as the Newfoundland bank 
itself—but, although at one time, these fisheries were considerably 
worked, the difficulties of navigation have caused them to be more 
or less abandoned to the native tribes of the neighbouring coasts. 
Arguin Bay is stated to be seven miles across, and to have been at 
one time of a considerable depth ; but at the present an extensive 
sandbank bars the entrance, and it is considered dangerous for 
vessels drawing more than four metres to enter the bay. 

The cod fisheries of the Western Moorish and Sahara coast from 
Cape Spartel to Cape Verd are said to be extremely prolific, and 
the writer in the “ Politique Coloniale” is of opinion that if, from 
any one cause or another, France were compelled to withdraw 
from the Newfoundland fishing grounds, she would find more 
than ample compensation in the neighbourhood of Arguin and the 
surrounding waters. 

Portendick (Marsa on some maps) is much further south than 
Arguin. Situated in the healthy district of the Tared, sheltered 
by sandbanks from the storms of the outer Atlantic, it forms a 
natural port, the commercial possibilities of which have never. yet 
been thoroughly estimated. Natural saltpans exist in the 
neighbourhood, and the place has long been a point to which 
traders from the interior bring parcels of gum and other native 
produce. Gum, indeed, is stated to be the staple product of the 
surrounding country, and the industry, having a proper outlet, 
could be largely developed by the tribes of Adrar, Tasiast and 
Agenetir. The writer in the “ Politique Coloniale” concludes 
by stating that Portendick could be made tle central market 
of the Western Sahara for gum, &c., and its fisheries be turned 
into an equally large source of revenue as those of Arguin. 
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The following particulars relating to the Foreign Trade of Japan 
during the first six months of 191, as compared with a similar 
period of 1900, are based on the monthly return of foreign trade 
recently issued by the Japanese Department of Finance: — 


Imports into Japan. 


Six months ended 30th June. 
Principal articles. 
1899, 1900. 1901. 
Yen, Yen. Yen. 

Cotton, raw ... 80,190,000 48,730,000 32,169,000 
Iron and steel aoe ove ee 4,704,000 17,211,000 9,712,000 
Kerosene oil... 4,348,000 6,553,000 7,780,000 
Rice ... 1,231,000 5,454,000 6,467,000 

Machinery (including locomotives 
and boilers) aa ree 4,690,000 7,517,000 5,327,000 
Cotton manufactures aes ood 1,669,000 8,024,000 4,318,000 
Woollen manufactures... ose 2,435,000 6,850,000 3,750,000 
Oilcake_... 2,345,000 3,422,000 3,003,000 
Cotton yarns 1,446,000 3,995,000 2,543,000 
Wool, raw ... am ie na 1,999,000 2,216,000 1,921,000 
Coal ... 446,000 721,00u 1,909,000 
Indigo 1,715,000 3,215,000 1,883,000 
Paper... 650,000 2,131,000 1,606,000 
Metals, other than iron and steel... 555,000 1,191,000 734,000 
Woollen yarns ime soe ave 104,000 1,147,000 461,000 
All other articles ... 34,067,000 44,783,000 46,875,000 
Total { Yen} 92,594,000 163,160,000 130,458,000 
gl 9,452,000 16,656,000 18,318,000 
Re-imports 108,060 275,000 141,000 
Total j Yen} 92,702,000 163,436,000 130,599,000 
9,463,000 16,684,000 13,332,000 


The abnormal increase in the value of the imports from 
9,463,000/. in the first half of 1899 to 16,684,000/. in the first six 
months of 1900, was due chiefly to the increased value of the 
imports of iron and steel, which amounted to 1,757,000/. in the 
latter period as compared with only 480,000. in the former, and 
of raw cotton, which rose from 3,082,0001. in the first half of 1899 
to 4,975,0001. in the corresponding period of 1900. Large increases 
were also seen in cotton and woollen yarns and manufactures, rice, 
kerosene, and machinery, and in fact in all the principal articles 
of import. In the first six months of 1901, the value of the imports 
shows a decrease of over 3,300,0001. as compared with the same 
period of 1900, but is still nearly 4,000,000/. in excess of that for 
the first half of 1899. 

The value of the raw cotton shipped from British India to Japan 
in the first half of 1901 showed an increase, but that of the 
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imports of the same article from the United States fell to less than 
670,000/. from over 2,500,000/. in the corresponding period of the 
previous year. The United Kingdom has practically the monopoly 
of the imports of cotton manufactures, but France and Germany 
are in front in most manufactures of wool. The United Kingdom 
is by far the largest shipper of iron and steel goods and machinery 
of all kinds, including locomotives, to Japan—the United States 
coming next on the list. 


Exports from Japan. 


Six Months ended 30th June. 
1899. 1900. 1901, 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Silk raw, noshi and waste... -| 18,928,000 22,147,000 34,764,000 
Silk manufactures ... cs a 8,579,900 9,471,000 12,374,000 
Cotton yarns 13,035,000 12,975,000 10,647,060 
Cotton manufactures i ent 1,472,000 2,083,000 2,306,000 
Coal . 6,426,000 8,902,000 
Copper, coarse and refined ony 5,215,000 5,666,000 6,308,000 
Rice ... one 7,912,000 1,623,000 4,439,000 
Matches... 2,788,000 3,064,000 | 3,458,000 
Floor mats ... 1,914,000 1,657,000 | 2,542,000 
Camphor _... 921,000 1,273,000 2,308,000 
Fish and other marine products .. 1,319,000 1:378,000 1,927,000 
Straw plaits... 1,053,000 1,311,000 1,485,000 
Alcoholic beverages (beer and sake) "924.000 303,000 867,000 
Umbrellas (European) _... 672,000 644,000 801,000 
Cigarettes ... 120,000 343,000 681,000 
Allother ...  ... 16,346,000 16,953,000 
Total Yen 87,928,000 89,749,000 114,333,000 
£ 8,976,000 9,162,000 11,671,000 
Re-exports 1,014,000 2,193,000 1,008,000 
Total {Yen} 88,943,000 91,942,000 | 115,340,000 
9,080,000 9,386,000 11,774,000 


The value of the exports from Japan shows an increase of 24 
millions sterling in the first half of 1901 as compared with 
1900, due almost entirely to the increased value of the shipments 
of silk, raw and manufactured. Other exports showing an increased 
value in the periods under comparison are coal, copper, rice, tea, 
floor mats and camphor. A noteworthy advance has been made 
in the Japanese cigarette trade, the value of the exports of these 
in the first six months of 1899, 1900, and 1901 having been 
12,0001., 35,0001., and 69,000/. respectively. 

It is, however, silk, raw and manufactured, which continues to 
hold the most important place in Japan’s export trade. The 
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following table shows the value of the exports of the principal 


articles of the silk industry in the first six months of 1899, 1900, 


and 1901 :— 
Exports of Silk Goods from Japan. 
Six Months ended 30th June. 

1899, 1900, 1901. 

en. Yen. Yen. 
17,608,000 20,444,000 33,188,000 
noshi and waste 1,320,000 1,702,000 1,576,000 
“ Habutae” | p; ( 6,458,000 7,100,000 10,054,000 
“Kaiki” Piece-goods "621,000 572,060 244,000 
Silk handkerchiefs... 1,500,000 1,800,000 2,076,000 
Total {Yen} 27,507,000 31,618,000 47,138,000 
al £ 2,808,000 3,228,000 4,812,000 


The following table, finally, shows the principal countries of 
destination to which the silk goods of Japan have been exported in 


the same three periods :— 


Six Months ended 30th June. 


To— 

1899. 1900. 1901. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
United States of America... 16,052,000 17,763,000 21,558,000 
France 7,029,000 6,442,000 12,085,000 
Italy ... . 392,000 1,979,000 5,835,000 
United Kingdom 1,346,000 1,461,000 1,706,000 
British India nr 739,000 409,000 1,086,000 
Other countries 1,949,000 3,564,000 4,868,000 
Total f Yen 27,£07,000 31,618,000 47,138,000 
2,808,000 3,228,000 4,812,000 


From the above table it will be seen 
America is Japan’s best customer for silk, taking, especially, b 
far the largest proportion of raw silk. The exports to France an 


Italy have also largely increased this year, due in each case also 


that the United States of 


to much larger shipments of the raw material. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Melbourne 


Customs 
Decisions. 


“ Journal of Commerce” for 16th July, 1901, 
containing the following Customs Decisions 
relative to the Tariff of Western Australia :— 


Articles, and how classified. 


Rate of Duty. 


Knife-grinding machines— 

As machinery 
Brewers’ clogs (boots with wooden soles) . 
Coloured parchment for bookbinders— 

As book-binding materials 
Aluminium powder— 

As articles not otherwise enumerated ... 
Boiler fluid (solid) 
Operating tables— 

As furniture 
Enamelled ware, with tin cov ers (whether ‘invoiced together or 

separately )— 

As hollow ware* see 
Enamelled covers, for enamelled ware, with tin lips— 

As enamelled ware* 

Pressed turkey and tongue, ham and veal, chicken and veal, 
cheek and tongue— 

As oilmen’s stores... 
Steel numbering stamps 
Carved emu eggs— 

As fancy goods 


5 °/, ad valorem, 


15 °/, ad valorem. 


Free. 


15 °/, ad valorem. 


Free. 


.| 20 °/, ad valorem. 


15 °/, ad valorem. 


10 °/, ad valorem. 


-»| 15 ‘lo ad valorem. 
..| 15 °/, ad valorem. 


20 °/, ad valorem. 


* Sic in orig. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The Department of Trade and Customs of New Zealand have issued 
the following Decisions, dated 8rd July, 1901, 

Customs Decisions. relating to the classification of certain articles 
under the Customs Tariff of the Colony :— 


Articles, and how classified. Rate of Duty. 
Carbolic acid or phenol, liquid or in crystals, in bottles of 4 lb. 
or over— 
As carbolic acid in bulk Free. 


Carbolic acid or phenol, liquid or in ‘crystals, in bottles of less 
than } lb.— 
As drugs and druggists’ sundries, not otherwise enumerated 
Chocolate drop frame— 
As artificers’ tcols a 
“ Petre” drying machine, ‘and other ‘similar wool- “drying 
machines— 
As machinery for woollen mills 
Pill-boxes of cardboard— 
As cardboard boxes... wie 


15 °/, ad valorem. 


Free. 


5 °!, ad valorem. 


25 °/, ad valorem. 
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Articles, and how classified. Rate of Duty. 


Pill-boxes of wood— 


As druggists’ sundries, not otherwise enumerated ... . | 15 °), ad valorem, 
“ Piper’s” poison cheese— 

As insecticides .. ave Free. 
Planing and saw milling machinery— 

As woodworkers’ machine tools r Free. 


Pneumatic or rubber tyres for motor tricycles and quadricycles 
propelled by oil-engine, electricity, or other such agency — 
“Vinette ” used with aniline dyes in colouring leather — 
As articles suited and intended only for use in manufactures | ~ 


| 20°, ad valurem. 


FRANCE. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a I'rench Presidential Decree, published 
Sugar Bounties. in the “Journal Officiel” of the 24th ult., 
fixing the rates of the direct bounties to be 
allowed from the 1st inst. on sugar, the produce of France and 
the French Colonies declared for exportation. The following is a 
translation of the Decree, which bears date 23rd August :— 
Article 1.—The bounties which will be granted to French native 
or colonial sugars declared for exportation to foreign countries dnd 
to the French Colonies not subject to the Metropolitan Customs 
Tariff, are, from the 1st September, 1901, fixed as follows :— 
Raw sugar in grains or small crystals testing at 
least 98 per cent. for beetroot sugars, or 97 per cent. 
at least for colonial sugars, the testing being made 
before allowance for waste in refining :—per 
100 kilogs. of refined sugar ... 1 fr. 78 
(Sugars of this class, liable to duty and exported abroad directly 
by the manufacturer, when they polarise 99°75 per cent. at least, 
shall be considered as refined sugar, without any deduction on 
account of drawback in favour of the manufacturer.) 
Raw sugar testing from 65 to 98 per cent. for 
beetroot sugar, or from 65 to 97 per cent. for French 
colonial sugar :—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar ... 1 fr. 56 cts. 
Sugar candies, calculated at their legal co-efficient ; 
refined sugar in lumps or pieces, perfectly pure, hard 
and dry :—per 100 kilogs. ... — ose ... 2 firs. 00 cts. 
“ Vergeoises ”:—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar.. 2 frs. 00 cts. 
Refined sugar in grains or crystals testing at least 
98 per cent. :—per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar... 1 fr. 78 cts, 
(if the sugars of this last-named class polarise at least 99°75 per 
cent., they shall be considered as pure refined sugars, and the export 
certificates therefor shall be accepted as discharge of temporary 
admission bonds for their total weight, without any deduction.) 
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TURKEY—ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 638 of the 
ee | “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 13th Septem- 
pet Stl ber, 1900, and at p. 759 of the journal for the 
betes — the . 27th of the same month respectively, relative 
a to a Provisional Commercial Arrangement 
betwoen Turkey and Roumania, the Board of 
Trade have now received information through the Foreign Office 
to the effect that a Commercial Arrangement between the said 
Powers was signed at Constantinople on the 12th ult., and is now 
awaiting ratification. 

A list of 33 articles of Turkish export, including various kinds 
of fish, oil, fruit, carpets, &c., and of the special rates of duty 
thereon to be accorded by the Roumanian Government, may be 
seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
§.W., on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the classification 
of certain articles under the United States 
Customs Tariff which have recently been issued 
by the Treasury Department at Washington, 
for the information of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Vienna lime.—Vienna lime or Putz kalk is dutiable at the rate 
of 5 cents per 100 pounds, under paragraph 90 of the Tariff, and 
not under paragraph 97 as an earthy or mineral substance, not 
decorated. 

Combination penholders—Implements made to hold a pen and 
lead pencil are not penholders. Such articles are known commer- 
cially as combination penholders. and the several articles which go 
to make up the implements are separately dutiable according to 
the various rates fixed for each. 

Cherries in brine.— Cherries in brine, exposed to the action of 
sulphur fumes, are entitled to free entry as fruits in brine not 
specially provided for, under paragraph 559 of the Tariff. 

Asphaltum.—Asphalt “ sun dried in the bed” is dutiable at the 
rate of 3 dols. per ton as dried, crude asphaltum, under para- 
graph 93 of the Tariff. 

Preserved Pineapples.—The Tariff classification of preserved 
pineapples is to be based on the reports of analyses by Government 
chemists, and where it is shown by such reports that sugar has been 
added in the process of canning or preserving, duty is to be assessed 
thereon at the rate of 1 cent per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem 
as fruits preserved in sugar not specialiy provided for, under the 
first clause of paragraph 263 of the Tariff, and not at the rate of 


Customs 
* Decisions. 
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25 per cent. ad valorem as “ pineapples preserved. in their own 
juice,” under the last clause of the same paragraph. 

Carriage of explosives on steamers.—According to a recent 
Decision of the Treasury Department, the only explosive powder 
which it has authority to permit to be carried on passenger 
steamers is the powder designated in Section 4,422 of the Revised 
Statutes as “ gunpowder.” 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to previous articles on the Nushki-Seistan trade 
a route to Persia published in the ‘“ Board of 
an Trade Journal” for 11th July, 4th April, 
Pr ae rea lith March and 8th November last, the 
‘ “Gazette of India” of 3rd ult. contains a 

notification dated 30th July as follows :— 

(i.) British subjects desiring to proceed to Persia by the Nushki- 
Seistan trade route can obtain passports from the Hon. the 
Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan, at Quetta, on 
payment of a fee of Re. 1 and on producing satisfactory proof 
of nationality. 

(ii.) British subjects intending to apply for such passports are 
advised to provide themselves before leaving for Quetta, with a 
certificate of nationality in the accompanying form signed by the 
Deputy Commissioner or Collector of their District. 

(iii.) Persons intending to travel to Persia by the Nushki-Seistan 
trade route may, if necessary, be required to satisfy the local 
authorities in Quetta, that they possess sufficient means for the 
journey. 

CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY. 

This is to certify that the person described below is a British 

subject. 


Deputy Commissioner or Collector, 
Father's | Place of | | Distinguishing 
Name. Nime Age. Marks. 


| Residence. | 


j 

| | 

| | 


| 

| Occupation. | Race. | 
| 


| 
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With futher reference to the notice on p. 88 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 11th July last, respecting the rebate of 
freight for goods to Persia by the Seistan route, it is stated in the 
“ Bombay Gazette” for the 10th ult., a copy of extract from which 
has been received at the Board of Trade through the India Office, 
that a similar rebate will be granted on goods booked and carried 
from Shikarpur, Pathankot, and via Pathankot for traffic from 
out-agencies ; ‘and Saharanpur via Delhi, Mooltan Cantonment, 
Mooltan City, Sukkur Bandar, Amritsar, Lahore, Hyderabad 
(Sind) via Delhi, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Mooltan City, Sambarial, 
and Amritsar stations by the Seistan route. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Corsul at Annaberg reports, under date of 
17th July last, that nearly 400,000/. have been 
The Harbour of expended during the idk wine in dredging and 
Emden. constructing new docks at Emden, and it is 
the intention of the Government to place that port, in time, 
on an equality with Cuxhaven and Bremerhaven. The general 
situation of the harbour is, without question, favourable to 
ocean traffic, and the new improvements will bring the town of 
Emden down to the edge of the deep water of the river Ems, 
a position which it occupied in former centuries. The antici- 
pated increase in commerce will tend to develop traffic on the 
Dortmund-Ems Canal and the railroads terminating in Emden, 
where the Hamburg-American Line and Westphalian Trans- 
port Company have already rented larger depots. It is also 
expected that the bathing resorts of Borkum and Norderney 
will eventually be able to successfully compete with similar 
resorts in Holland and Belgium. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
, cutting from the “ Petit Fanal Oranais” of 
eS 21st July last, which states that by a decision 
“ Plages ” near of the Governor-General of Algeria, dated 
en nny 11th July, the three adjacent plages of the 
Algerian Frontier frontier of Morocco (Le Kiss, Sel, and Biéder) 
: * have been opened without restriction to French 

commerce and navigation. 

The complete i (in French) may be seen by those 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


In the report of the Assistant in Charge of the Imperial Maritime 
Customs at Lungchow, it is stated that the 
New Railways. opening of the Gialam-Phulang-thuong Railway 
in Tonkin has placed Hanoi in easy communica- 
tion with Langson. It only remains to bridge the Red River at 
Hanoi to complete the communication. The same line was 
extended from Langson close to Chén-nan-kuan (Porte de Chine), 
where it is hoped it will some day be united to the Lungchow- 
Namkuan Railway ; but though officially inaugurated, this short 
line is not so far open to traffic. Work has also begun in Tonkin 
on the following lines :—Hanoi to Haiphong, Hanoi to Laokai, and 
Hanoi to Vinh. For further information as to Railways projected 
or in course of construction in Indo-China see pp. 20-22, ‘ Trade 
and Shipping of South-East Asia.” [Cd. 324.}—(Eyre & Spottis- 
woode.) 


PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


A notice appears in the “ Lisbon Gazette” of 12th inst. announcing 
. . the establishment of a pilot station in connection 
Piet Catan, §=— with the light ship ‘“‘ Rio Ave” intended to mark 


yw ene the entrance of the Jatta Channel in the 
Africa) Province of Portuguese Guinea (West Coast of 
Africa). 


_ All merchant vessels, national or foreign, with the exception of 
fishing and coasting vessels, are obliged to take a pilot to enter or 
leave the Channel of Jatta and of the Arcas. The following are the 
pilotage charges, either for steam or sailing vessels :— 
Outwards from the Channel, or in- 
wards up to Bissao— 
1 ft. to 10ft. ... ... 820 reis per foot. 
Each foot above 10 ft. up ‘to 15ft. 550 ,, ” 
For every foot which exceeds 
Outwards from the Channel and in- 
wards in Bolama— 


Up tol0 ft. ... 
For each foot above 10 ft., up 
to 15 ft. eee eee 700 ” ” 


For every foot above 15 ‘ft. — 
There is further a lighthouse charge of 44 milreis each vessel. 
NoTE.—Milreis = 38°5d. (about). 

The “Gazette” containing the above notice may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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ROUMANIA. 


A notification of the Roumanian Consulate at Constantinople, 
published in the “ Levant Herald” of 23rd 
Sanitary ult., states that in view of expediting the 
Regulations. formalities regarding the issue of Bills of 
Health, the Roumanian Sanitary Authorities 
no longer require vessels passing the straits without communi- 
eating to carry sanitary guards, but that they still require the 
production of the Bill of Health issued by the original port of 
departure, and a written declaration from the captain that 
his vessel has traversed the straits without communicating, 
either directly or indirectly, with Constantinople and its 
environs. 


MEXICO. 


In the report on the trade of Mexico for 1900, recently 
received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 


Gastoms Legation at Mexico City, it is stated that 
Documents and the Mexican Tariff now in existence came 
Regulations : into effect in 1891, and though it contains 
oom over 900 different classifications of articles 


on which different duties are chargeable, the 
substance of the regulations has never been altered, but the 
Minister of Finance, in order to facilitate the recovery of the 
duties, has issued, at different periods, lists of articles that 
clearly specify those in which a doubt might exist on account 
of their similarity to others. All these lists can be obtained 
upon application, and with these and the original Tariff there 
is no reason. why so many mistakes should be made in Consular 
invoices. These documents are the guarantee of the good 
faith, not only of the purchaser but also of the shipper, and 
consequently any fines caused by errors found in these declara- 
tions should be borne by those whose duty it is to see that they 
are correct. 

In many cases the drawing up of these documents is left to 
junior clerks, who are not always careful, with the result that 
errors either in weight or value of the merchandise are made 
without the knowledge of the chief of the house. Sometimes the 
declaration of the contents of a case is different to the contents, 
when the responsibility rests with the packer; and if on arrival 
at the port of destination the Customs authorities find the 
contents to differ from the written declaration on the Consular 
invoice, they have a right to impose a fine or double duties 
according to what in their estimation is applicable to the case. 
Such mistakes are of daily occurrence, and the consignee is the 
one who has to suffer the loss, as the merchant shippers will 
seldom confess that the mistake was made by anyone in their 
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employ. All of these difficulties could be obviated if there 
was a more careful observance of the Tariff regulations. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,693.) 


JAPAN—FORMOSA. 
The “ Japan Weekly Mail” of 20th ult. publishes the text of the 
Formosan Government Ordinance, No. 40, 


a ay gy giving the fees and rents to be paid according 
ron ena to the rules for the execution of the Formosan 
Customs Regulations. 


: These may be seen on application at the 

Regvintlon. Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


MALTA. 
The following table shows the amount of coal imported into 
Malta in the year 1900, taken from the recent 


Coal Imports. Colonial Office Report :— 
Tons. 

Coals from Cardiff... 406,255 

» Newport ... ... 48,259 

Liverpool ... ... 20,183 

» Port Albert 3,677 

» Norfolk, U.S. America ... 3,863 

» Newport News ... 4,493 
... 509,660 


CANADA. 

According to a report of the Ontario Department of Crown 
Lands, important iron discoveries have been 
Tron Discoveries sade to the east of Lake Nipigon, in the 

in Ontario. Thunder Bay District. Iron has been known 
for some time to exist there, but it has been only recently that 
any energetic steps have been taken to prospect the region. 

There are two well-defined iron ranges running eastward 
from the shore of the lake a distance of ten miles. They run 
parallel to each other at a distance of three miles. - The ore, 
judging from the surface showing, is of a low grade 
quality, about 40 per cent. purity, and is of the hematite 
variety. The quantity in, or prospects of the deposit, cannot, 
of course, be estimated, but the surface indications point to a 
larger body than exists in either the Mattawin or Atik-Okan 
ranges further west, though the ore so far is not of so high a 
grade. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 17th ult. 
states that the growing use of kaolin in the 
China Clay. manufacture of bricks, briquettes, moulds, tiles 
for roofing, pottery, pavement, cement and 
concrete, is drawing attention to the deposits of the raw material. 
Investigations in British Guiana show that a superior grade of 
kaolin is produced on the Corentyne River, while surface out- 
croppings up the Burbice and Demerara River indicate good clay 
land. Recently a New York company took a 45 years’ lease on 
some Corentyne deposits, agreeing to take 100,000 tons annually, 
shipments to be made to New York. Just now the crude methods 
of working make it almost impossible to produce more than 
20,000 tons a year, but it is not unlikely that a modern plant will 
be erected and the output materially increased. Vessels of 14 ft. 
draft can easily navigate the Corentyne River, and it is estimated 
that the freight rate to New York on clay shipped as ballast 
would be about 9s. 8d. per ton. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA (NORTHERN TERRITORY). 

The “Adelaide Observer” for 27th July last reports that 
considerable interest is being taken in the 
ec recent discovery of what Por to be extensive 

"i 1 and valuable deposits of phosphates on the 

north-eastern portion of Cape York Peninsula. 
Four deep strata, varying in width from 2 ft. to 3 ft. 6 in. have 
been found and traced to a considerable depth, in one instance to 
quite 40 ft., the phosphates improving as the depth increased. 
Between these strata, it is stated, there are layers of powders which 
appear to be pure phosphates. The largest deposits found to be 
lying in projections between two rises, which were probably in the 
remote past high cliffs on the coast line, and these indications 
have been traced for over a mile and a-quarter along the coast 
wherever similar formations occur. It is supposed that this may 
prove one of the largest discoveries outside of America. As the 
find is within four miles of Port Clinton it should be easy for 
shipping purposes, if works should be established there, and, in 
addition is only about 30 miles from the present phosphate works 
at Wallaroo. 

In the ‘‘ Adelaide Observer” of 3rd ultimo it is stated that the 
following report has been received from the School of Mines’ 
Analyst on specimens of phosphatic rock from the above find :— 
“The sample forwarded by you on being analysed at the School of 
Mines was found to consist of rock phosphate, and contained 
phosphoric acid 34°56 per cent., equivalent to 75°44 per cent. 
tricalcic phosphate.” 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel Association for 
Rail Production 10th ult. gives the statistics of the production of 
in 1900 all kinds of rails in the United States in 1900. 
. In March last the production of Bessemer steel 
rails by the producers of Bessemer steel ingots in 1900 was given 
as amounting to 2,361,921 gross tons. To this total must now be 
added 21,733 tons of Bessemer rails made m the same year from 
purchased blooms and rerolled and renewed Bessemer rails, making 
a grand total for the year of 2,383,654 tons of Bessemer steel rails. 
In the same year the quantity of open hearth rails made was 1,333 
tons, and of iron rails 695 tons, which, added to the Bessemer steel 
rails above given, make the total production of rails in 1900 amount 
to 2,385,682 tons, the largest production ever attained in one year. 
The following table gives the total production of rails in the 
United States in 1900 according to the weight of the rails per 
yard. Included in the total production are 101,312 tons which 

have been definitely reported as street rails :— 


- a 45 lbs. and | 85 lbs. and || Total Tons 

Kinds. Under 45 Ibs. less than 85. over. | of 2,240 Ibs. 
Bessemer ... 155,950 1,625,646 602,058 | 2,383,654 
Open hearth ses ‘za 886 447 — | 1,333 
Totals... “ae 157,531 1,626,093 602,058 | 2,385,682 


The total production of all kinds of rails in 1899 was 2,272,700 
tons, of which 133,836 tons weighed less than 45 lbs. to the 
yard, 1,559,340 tons weighed 45 lbs. and less than 85 lbs, and 
579,524 tons weighed 85 lbs. and over 85 lbs. ‘The street rails 


made in 1899 and reported to the Association amounted to 154,246 
tons. 


CUBA. 
The following table extracted from figures published in the “ Iron 
, Age” (New York)of 8th ult. shows the quantity 
of of ivon-ore shipped from Cuba during each of 


_ the last six years:— 
Year. Quantity. 
Tons of 2,240 lbs. 


4 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
. ‘from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 31st ult., were. as 

Wheat ... “is Od. 

Oats .. nid? 20d, 
For further particulars see P. 538. 


A statement is published on p. 539, showing the quantities of 

Acri- the various desoriptions of agricultural produce 

= a ms 4 imported into the United Kingdom during the 

" uce. week ended the 3l1st ult.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


GREECE. 

With reference to the notice on pp. 322-3 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 9th May last, a despatch dated 
Working — 19th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
uawW. from H.M. Legation at Athens, stating that the 
Committee of representatives of the currant growing districts met 
in Athens recently to decide what percentage of currants ought, in 
the opinion of the Committee, to be retained by the Government 
during the present season under the so-called ‘‘ Retention Law.” 
The majority decided to recommend the Government to retain 15 
per cent. However, notwithstanding the recommendation of the 

Committee, the Government has fixed the rate at 12 per cent. 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires adds that although the percentage retained 
has thus apparently been raised two per cent. as against last year, 
it is said that owing to a change in the manner of calculating the 
percentage the increase is really very small. It is understood that 
the percentage was formerly calculated on the amount exported plus 
the amount retained, whereas it will now be calculated on the 

export alone. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A despatch dated 15th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 

: : from the British Embassy at Newport, R. L, 

reporting that under the made in 

Growers. 

the last Session of Congress to assist investi- 

gation by the Pomological Bureau, the Secretary of Agriculture is 

making an arrangement by which the Government enters into 

co-operation with dealers and exporters whereby a minimum net 

return per package is guaranteed on all fruit shipped and sold 

under the direction of the Pomological Department. Under this 

arrangement the exporter would receive the net proceeds of the 

sales, that is, all proceeds after deducting freight and other charges. 

If this net return is less than the guaranteed amount, the difference 

between thé net proceeds actually realised and the guaranteed 

return would be paid out of the money appropriated for pomo- 
logical investigations. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 29th ult. was 

Cotton Statistics. 13,079, and the number imported during the 

35 weeks ended the 29th ult. was 2,067,340. 

As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 29th 

ult., 5,303 bales, and for the 35 weeks, 217,297. 
For further details see p. 538. 


Statistical tables are given on pp. 540-1, summarising the latest 

.. periodical returns of trade issued by several of 
the more important Foreign Countries and 

‘ British Possessions, which publish monthly 
statistics of trade. These tables show the total value of the 
imports into and exports from each country for the latest period 
for which returns have been received at the Board of Trade, the 
figures for the corresponding periods of the two previous years 
being added for the purposes of comparison. 


MALTA. 

The report on Malta for 1900, recently issued by the Colonial 
Office, states that it does not appear to be 
Trade. generally known that, in the absence of a 
statistical department in Malta, it is not 
possible to give an official estimate of the exportation of local 
produce, and that, as to imports, the only reliable data on which 
the Customs statistics can be based are those relating to the 

principal articles of food which are subject to duty. 

With regard to “free goods,’ such as hardware, enamel- 
ware, household goods, hosiery, and clothing materials, enough 
is known to establish the fact that some foreign countries 
compete successfully with the United Kingdom. From an 
abstract from the “Annuaire d’Italie pour |’Exportation,” 
lately published by the local Chamber of Commerce in Malta, 
it appears that Italy alone had sent goods to Malta, in 1897, to 
the amount of 240,385/., exclusive of the value of oil, potatoes, 
and wine amounting to 127,608/. 

Foreign goods are generally inferior to British goods, and 
this partly accounts for the difference in price. It is said, 
however, that some foreign goods, such as electro-plate, chiefly 
imported from Germany, and matches, which come from 
Belgium and Germany, are not only cheaper, but are con- 
sidered as good as those imported from the United Kingdom ; 
whilst glassware, imported from France, is much cheaper and 
is nearly as good as that of the United Kingdom. Cravats and 
felt hats are also at present being extensively imported from 
Italy. There is likewise reason to believe that even in the 
case of earthenware, which until quite lately was practically 
entirely imported from the United Kingdom, British manu- 
facturers will soon be confronted with a keen competition on 
the part of Italian firms. 
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Miscellaneous. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following tables showing the value of the imports into and 
ie gun exports from the Straits Settlements during 
Sune ” 4901 the first quarter of 1901 as compared with the 
r, ‘corresponding period of 1900, are based on the 
official return of imports and exports recently issued at Singa- 
ore :— 
. Imports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


First Quarter of 1900. First Quarter of 1901. 


Singa- Singa- 
pore. Penang. | Malacca. pore. Penang |Malacca. 


£ £ £ 


Live Animals, Food and 
Drink and Narcotics ..|2,049,368) 583,664) 40,087 |/2,007,154! 556,672) 48,385 


Textile 61,320 592 66 45,402 691 
Metal... 829,837) 576,493 — 896, 816) 457,001 
Other... 124,343) 5,694 ||1,030,944 107,493] 4,533 
anufactured Articles :— 

Textile ne ..-| 668,687) 178,693) 1,445 || 724,964 199,552) 2,458 
Metal .. ...| 206,132) 59,634 748 || 178,167; 35,663) 1,825 
Other ... 306,032) 101,592) 2,733 328,922 112,080) 3,154 


Total 50,768 |/5,212,369,1,469,152| 59,855 


Exports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


First Quarter of 1900. || First Quarter of 1901. 


Singa- | Singa- 
pore. Penang. wane pore. Penang |Malacca. 


Live Animals, Food and 
Drink and Narcotics ...|1,686,126, 685,412, 49,576 ||1,653.229) 623,348) 53,398 
Raw Materials :— 


Textile 53,842 554, — 35,000 617) — 

Metal... ...| 832,221) 595,851 890,338] 550,828) — 

Other ... 121,454) 6,074 ||1,058,085) 88,435) 4,412 
anufactured Articles :— 

Textile ane ...| 472,233) 40,881 85 || 445,011) 123,578 123 

Metal... pee ...| 78,148 6,357 16 75,132 8,045 


2 
Other ... «| 207,867; 32,005) 1,147 || 179,934] 37,682) 1,853 


Total... |4,484,391/1,482,514) 56,898 59,788 


[Note.—The whole trade has been converted into sterling at 
the average (demand) rates for the respective quarters—2s. 0d. 
for 1901 and 1s. 114d. for 1900, but any comparison in sterling is 
not strictly applicable to goods which have their origin in silver 
currency countries. | 
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Miscellaneous. 


EGYPT. 
The United States Consul-General at Cairo reports that 
an American engineer has invented a 


Mechanical Coal system of suspende rime tramways, where- 
nee ae by colliers can be unloaded automatically in 
Alexandria. 


about one-quarter of the time taken 
by manual labour and the use of steam winches. The Egyp- 
tian Railway Administration decided to adopt this system, and 
the present apparatus is the first that has been installed in 
Africa. 

These hoisters are alleged to be capable of unloading 2,120 
tons of coal in a working-day of ten hours. <A boat that now 
takes a week to discharge will, it is stated, by the help of these 
coal hoisters, be discharged within 48 hours of berthing. 
These machines will be able to work on two or three ships at 
a time, and, in addition, there will result an enormous decrease 
in “small,” as there will be no coal dust flying about. Every 
bit of coal will be put into buckets and carefully unloaded 
again, none being wasted. 

These suspended bridge tramways, or, as they are popularly 
called, coal hoisters, are each 353 feet 94 inches in length. 
They have the appearance of an aérial bridge with a cantalever- 
arm extension at either end. The method of working is as 
follows :—On a suspended track on the bridge, 14-inch gauge, 
runs a trolley carrying buckets, each having a capacity of one 
ton. On arriving over the hold of the ship, the bucket is 
automatically lowered. The buckets can be unhooked, so that 
three or four can be filled at the same time. When the bucket 
is filled, it is raised again to the trolley and run back and 
discharged at any point on the quay or into railway trucks. A 
bucket can be raised from the hold of a ship, put on the trolley, 
carried to the farther end of the bridge, discharged, and 
returned to the hold again in the space of one minute. The 
bridge is 27 feet clear at the lowest part, and the highest part 
is 72 feet. Each bridge is supported on a pier at the sea end 
and shear legs on the other side. 

The pier allows room for two railway trucks beneath or 
inside. The bridges are divided into three sets of two in a 
set, one of which contains a boiler and two engines. These 
engines work the trolley, and raise and lower the buckets by 
wire ropes. The engines are of about 25 horse-power. Steam 
is used instead of electricity, as it is more economical, the work 
not being continuous. Hach bridge stands on three tracks, 
two under the pier and one under the shear legs, and each set 
of bridges may be moved the entire length of the quay inde- 
pendently, so as to be available in any one of the berths. The 
operation of each bridge is controlled by one man, and is 
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Miscellaneous. 


effected by steam power from the same engine that works the 
buckets. Each bridge is hinged over the pier and pivoted on 
shear legs, so that it may be swung to a distance of 25 feet on 
either side of the centre. The object of this is to allow a 
greater area of the quay to be covered, and it is also useful in 
preventing the twisting of the bridge in case of slipping of the 
wheels. There is another automatic arrangement by which 
the coal: below the bridges may be scooped up and loaded into 
trucks or barges. This is done by a scoop bucket, and is abso- 
lutely independent of manual labour. The weight of the 
entire plant is about 800 tons. All the material is soft steel, 
combining the greatest strength with lightness. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that, according to 
the official “Commercial and Industrial 
Siberian Gazette” of St. Petersburg of 2nd ult. (new 
Butter Industry. style), the export abroad of Siberian butter first 
began to assume appreciable dimensions in 1898. 

The following figures show the increase (1) of the export across 
the Urals from the above-mentioned area of production, and (2) of 
that to the foreign market by European frontiers, according to 
official statistics :— 


I—Exports of Siberian Butter across the Ural by Railway. 


| 


Year. | Pouds, Tons. 
1900 ... ve 1,084,789 17,496 


Il.—Export of Butter to Foreign Markets by European Frontiers of 


Russia. 
Quantity. | Value. 
Year. 
Pouds. Tors. | Roubles. | & 
| 

| | 
1898 ove eos 616,000 9,935 | 6,613,000 | 699,788 
1899 eee ove 630,000 10,161 | 7,052,000 | 746,243 
1900 1,199,000 19,339 | 13,473003 | 1,425,714 


| 

q 

» 
q 
) 
| 

| 
= 


Sept. 5, 1901.}_ THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 585" 


Miscellaneous. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
The United States arn at Rotterdam calls attention’ to’ the 
inducements held out by the Government of 
Hungary to persons who wish to start’ indus- 
trial enterprises in that kingdom. 

It appears that the Hungarian Government 
is anxious to interest capitalists in establishing 
manufactories of various kinds, and will grant valuable concessions 
to investors in order to promote a revival of the industries and the 
prosperity of the business world of Hungary. 

Among the enterprises for which the Government will grant 
subsidies are stated to be a barrel factory, an asbestos factory, an 
establishment for the manufacture of articles of lead, zinc, and tin 
by electricity, a silk factory, a cotton spinning and weaving 
factory, a woollen yarn mill, and an agricultural machinery 
factory. 

The paper quoted also states that the Hungarian Government is 
planning to expend a considerable amount of money in the irriga- 
tion of various parts of the country, and that capitalists and 
manufacturers will find it to their advantage to pay attention to 
the present industrial and agricultural condition of affairs in 
Hungary. 


Factories 
in Hungary. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
report on a system, stated to be new, which is 
now being put on the market in Chicago for 
the more perfect combustion of coal, wood or 
gas in stoves of all kinds, and for utilising the 
waste gas from furnaces for heating and gene- 
rating power. 

The report may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


New System for 
more Perfect 
Combustion in 
Stoves and 
Furnaces. 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia in his recent report has a word to say in 
Advantages of favour of British commercial travellers. ‘The 
Seiais Gente. few he met in Bahia appeared to him to be 

y uite as well educated and capable of securing 
orders as their competitors, but they are handicapped at the start 
by the British system of weights and measures. 

Orders which were intended for British firms have been 
given to others, solely owing to the difficulty experienced by 
foreigners in turning British liquid measures into their equivalents 

in those used in Brazil. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,696.) 
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URUGUAY. 
The “‘ Montevideo Times” of 1st ult. publishes the statistics of the 


Trade, First 
Quarter of 1901. 


Foreign Commerce of Uruguay during the first 
quarter of 1901 supplied from official sources, 
to which, for the sake of comparison, have been 


added the figures for similar periods of 1900 and 1899 :— 


Imports. 

First Quarter | First Quarter | First Quarter 

of 1899. of 1900. of 1901. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Drinks in general . “ . 550,345 622,995 595,402 
Eatables, cereals and spices 1,145,996 1,254,205 1,348,619 
Tobacco and cigars.. se ne 61,051 57,541 79,907 
Textile materials ... 1,454,349 1,446,295 1,150,308 
Made clothing 435,870 401,126 319,331 
Raw material and machinery 1,402,862 1,630,002 2,285,681 
Various 624,507 650,977 612,445 
Live-stock ... se 319,597 147,785 167,027 
Total ... « Dols.) 5,994,577 6,210,926 6,558,720 
Exports. 

First Quarter | First Quarter | First Quarter 

of 1899. of 1900, of 1901. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Live-stock ... as 164,265 207,507 157,829 
Slaughter house produce ; 11,466,472 8,513,707 9,265,228 
Rural produce a = 989,692 505,936 45,419 
Other produce 62,821 85,686 149,796 
Various articles... 1,313 3,492 3,427 
Provisions for ships = _ 25,592 32,989 35,300 
Total... « Dols.) 12,710,155 9,349,317 9,656,999 


The imports for the first quarter of this year show an increase in 
value principally under the category of raw materials and 
machinery. The value of the exports shows an increase as 
compared with the corresponding period of last year, but is still 
below the average. 

Nore.—Uruguayan Dollar = 4s, 


PERSIA. 


The United States Vice-Consul-General at Teheran, in a report 
: dated 20th June last, forwards a free translation 

Trading of the rules of association of the Persian General 
Company. Trading Company, which appeared in the paper 
This is, says the Consul, a new 


* Etila,” dated the 9th of June. 
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Miseellancous. 


departure on the part of members of the mercantile community of 
Persia, who have hitherto refrained from entering into partnerships 
or associations in the prosecution of any species of enterprise. 

The Consul adds that he is informed that a part of the capital 
has been subscribed, but it will take time and success to recommend. 
it as an investment to the public. 

Section 1 of the ruies of association states that the company 
has been formed with the approval of His Majesty the Shah and 
under the patronage of the Prime Minister, for the purpose of 
facilitating the consumption of Persian manufactures, negotiating 
loans, improvement of agriculture, development of mines, organising 
factories, constructing roads, and for any other useful purpose. 

The report containing the whole of the rules may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8S. W. +» any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p-m. 


JAPAN. 


“Commerce ” (Tokio), in its issue for June last, gives the following 
table showing the production of silk.orms 


Output of 
in Japan in the last fi — 
Silkworms’ Eees, °285 ™ Japan in the last five years 
Years, Eggs. 
Koku. 


Koku 1-96 buskels, 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 35 Weeks ended 29th August, 1901. 


35 Weeks 35 weeks 
Week ended >, || Week ended 
29th August, 29th Augnst,) 29th 
1901 ugust, 1901. August, 
1901. 1901, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American... 9,190 | 1,711,971 2448 133,462 
Brazilian... 21,358 | 835 
East Indian ... — ee 429 76,513 1,713 | 31,697 
Egyptian 2,550 217,803 897 46,009 
Miscellaneous at 919 39,695 | 215 5,294 
“Total ... ... «| 18,079 2,067,340 || 5,303 217,297 
i| | 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure, as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 31st August, 1901, and 
corresponding weeks of the four previous years, pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 

Week ended 3ist August, 1901... ..| 27 0 | 28 8 | 17 10 
Corresponding week in— | 


| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
3lst August, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


st August,| ing wee 
1901.’ | 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and Number. 9,785 9,551 
Sheep and lam ove eee 3,672 8,108 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef ose Cwts. 87,713 79,538 
Pork 11,161 9,859 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon Cwts 95,714 112,073 
Beef 2,436 5,619 
Pork ove 4,373 6,918 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ‘ 9,231 9,549 
p thanby salting 9,526 14,829: 
airy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... 1244 19,140 
Cheese... 73,580 78,094 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... 
cream* ” 98 172 
» preserved other kinds* ” 14 
we Grt, Hunar, 344,013 362,904 
and game j alue £ 1,658 7,254 
Rabbi, d (not tinned) Cwts. 8,172 9,909 
23,679 24,490 
ae grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat Cwts. 1,570,800 1,673,700 
Whest-moeai’ and flour 522,600 208,000 

. Maize or Indian corn 864 "800 1,015,500 

Fruit, raw :— 

Apples we Cwts, 7,268 15,598 
Apricots an peaches on ei ” 9 41 
Bananas ... Bunches. 48,771 82,228 
Currants ... ” 12 63 

Pears ‘ 34,304 47,959 

_Unenumerated ... 26,483 47,983 

Hops . eve oe Cwts, 68 708 
Vegetables, raw 

Onions... Bushels. 225,967 218,441 
Potatoes ... cas ove Cwts, 1 5,060 31,076 
Tomatoes ... 30,560 25,360 
Unenumerated Value £ 7,055 10,984." 
Dried+ eee Cwts. 480 


1900 these were not shown separately. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1901. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports. 
Countries. 
| ending 1899. 1900, 1901, 
Russia* (4Months) ... | April...... Roubles 173,258,000 | 169,436,000 | 163,899,000 
Germany (6 months) ... | June ...... Marks 2,723,377,000 | 2,930,833,080 | 2,813,284,000 
Belgiumt (7 Months) ... | July ...... Francs 1,256,289,000 | 1,241,790,060 | 1,288,156,000 
France (7 Months) ...... | July 0... Francs 2,682,302,000 | 2,852,835,000 | 2,847,046,000 
Spaint (6 Months) ...... | June ...... Pesetas 443,188,000 | 422,823,009 | 417,777,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | Feb. ...... Milreis 6,720,000 7,974,000 9,816,000 
Italy (6 Months) ......:.. | June ...... Lire 749,288,000 | 858,806,000 | 942,739,000 
| Kronen 825,333,000 856,706,000 | 842,555,000 
(6 Months) | 
Egypt (6 Months) ...... | Sune ..... L.E. 4,998,600 6,223,000 6,985,000 
| 
United States (6 Mths.) | June ...... Dollars 388,445,000 | 439,419,000 | 438,071,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Mexicot (10 Months) ... | April...... Dollars 40,373,000 | ° 49,547,000 53,108,000 
Japan (5 Months) ...... | May ..... Yen 73,201,000 | 141,635,000 | 108,974,000 
British India (2 Mths.).. | May ..... Rupees 12.32,62,382 | 11,65,84,155 13,62,86,316 
(1898-9 (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Canada (12 Months) ... June ......| Dollars 147,343,422 | | 172,653,888 | 177,688,075 
Ix Pounps Sreruinc. 
£ 
Russia* (4 Months) ... | April...... 18 288,000 17,885,000 17,801,000 
Germany (6 months) ... | June ...... 136,169,000 146,541,000 140,669,000 
Belgiumt (7 Months) ... | July ...... 50,252,000 49,672,000 49,526,000 
France (7 Months) ...... | July ...... 107,292,000 114,113,000 113,882,000 
Spaint (6 Months) ...... June ...... 17,728,000 16,913,000 16,711,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | Feb. ...... 1,512,000 1,794,000 2,209,000 
Italy (6 Months) .. ...... Tune ...... 29,972,000 34,352,000 | 87,709,000 
Austria-Hunga June ...... 34,389,000 35,696,000 35,106,000 
Hgypt (6 Months) ...... June ...... 5,128,000 6,385,000 7,167,000 
United States (6 Mths.) | June ...... 80,926,000 91,546,000 | 90,223,000 
(1898 9) (1899-1900) | (1900-1) 
Mexicot (10 Months) ... | April ...... 8,075,000 909, 10,621,000 
Japan (5 Months) ...... May ...... 7,422,000 14,360,000 11,049,000 
British India (12 Mths.) | May ...... 8,217,000 7,772,000 9,086,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) 1900-1) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... 30,696,600 35,969,400 | 87,018,400 
United Kingdom (7M.) |July ...... 276,639,000 295,899,000 | 305,506,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ Value of Principal Articles Imported only. . 

+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
Fnelieh currency at the rate of 4s. The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 


i 

i 

| 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 
Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


| Period of Exports. 
Countries. | Year 

ending 1899, 1y0v. 1901. 
Ru-sia* (4 Months) ... | April...... Roubles 145,453,000 | 159,309,000 | 180,661,000 
Germany (6 Months) ... | June ...... Marks 2,019,14,600 | 2,231,619,000 | 2,214,247,0C0 

| 
Belgiumt (7 Months) ... | Joly ......| Francs 1,033,234,000 | 1,041,327,000 | 1,015,337,900 
France (7 Months) ...... July ...... Francs 2,327,291,000 | 2,332,095,000 | 2,409,996,000 
Bpaint (6 Months) ...... | June ......| Pestas $54,686,000 | 849,520,000 | 296,638,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | Feb. ...... Milreis 4,146, 00 4,658,000 4,193,000 
Italy (6 Months) ......... June ...... Lire 679,038,000 | 668,211,000 | 684,854,000 
Austria-Hungary Juse ......| Kronen 880,948,000 | 921,800,000 | 894,258,000 

(6 Months) 

Egypt (6 Months) ...... | June ...... “i. 2. 7,058,000 8,983,000 7,809,000 
United States (6 Mths.) | June ......| Dollars 580,849,000 | 698,680,000 | —_706,100,000- 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) 1900-1 
Mexicot (10 Months)... AprJ...... Doliars 113,900,000 120,820,000 124,778,000 
Japan (5 Months) ...... May ...... Yen 74,445,000 75,431,000 £5,609,000 
British India (2 Mnths.) | May ......! Rupees 17,95,15,012 16,67,68,839 20,28.35,962 

1898 9 (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ....... Dollars 132,675,691 | 161,914,871 | 177,241,115 
In Pounps STERLING. 

| £ £ 
Russia* (4 Months)...... | April...... 15,353,000 16,816,000 19,070,000 
Germany (( months) ... June ...... 160,957,0 0 111,586,000 110,712,000 
Belgiuat (7 Months) ... | July ...... 41,329,000 41,653,000 40,613,000 

| 
France (7 Months) ...... July .. .. 93,095,000 93,284,000 96,400,000 
Spuint (6 Months) ...... 11,187,090 13,981,000 11,866,000: 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | 1,066,000 1,048,000 944,060 
Italy (6 Monthe) ......... June ...... 27,162,000 26,728,000 27,394,000 
| Jun? £6,7:6,000 38,408,000 37,261,000 
(6 onths) 
Egypt (6 Months) ... Jane ...... 7,242,000 9,217,000 8,012,000 
United States (6 Mihs.) | June ...... 121 010,000 145,558,000 | 147,194,000 
(1898 9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Mexico} (10 Months)... Anil ...... 11,390,000 12,032,000 12,477,800: 
Japan (5 Months)... | May ... 7,518,010 7,618,000 9,694,000: 
| 
British India (2 Mnths.) May ..... 11,£68,050 11,118,000 13,522,000: 
| (1898-9) (1899-1900) | (1900 1) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June Suak 27,610,890 $3,732,300 36,925,200 
United Kingdom § | a 
(7 Months) July ....~ 149,712,000 168,927.000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 

} The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted 
into English currency at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 

§ Exports of British and Irish produce and manufacture. 


163,182,000 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


" ‘This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 15th 
of each month. The issue of the 15th ult. contains special articles 
on the State of the Labour Market in July: Profit Sharing in 
1900: New Danish Factory Law: Spring and Summer Hirings of 
Agricultural Labourers in Scotland: Strike of Steel Workers in 
‘the United States: Report of the Chief Inspectors of Factories : 
.The Census of 1901, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a list of recently isssued Consular Reports of 
the Annual Series, with reference to some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in them :— 


No. 2,691. Consular District of Kobe, 1900. 


‘'' Import and consumption of Large increase in import of 
“raw cotton in Japan by de- cotton goods. 
scriptions (Chinese, United Increased import of metals, 
States, Indian &c.); Kobe im- especially rails. 
ported 87 per cent. of total iast Increased demand for native 


year. (Echigo) mineral oil owing to 
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Government Publications. 


its cheapness; increased imports 
of American oil notwith- 
standing. 
Exports of jute carpets and 
rugs—90 per cent. to London. 
Expansion of Osaka as a port 
of foreign trade. 


Tables of imports and exports 
by countries of origin and 
destination at Kobe (Hiogo) 
for three years. 

Trade at Kobe now for three 
years larger than at Yokohama. 


No. 2,692. Nagasaki, 1900. 


Increased imports of metals 
and machinery; tables showing 
share of United Kingdom in 
totals of principal items. 

The higher import duties 
which came into force in 1899 
have stopped the trade of sup- 
plying ships with preserved 
provisions, these articles being 
now purchased by shipmasters 
when calling in Hong Kong 
and Shanghai. 

Increasing importance of 
Moji as a coaling port, due to 


No. 2,693. 


Imports by countries. 

Cotton cultivation. 

Coal production in the state 
of Coahuila, output of 15,000 
tons last December. 

Coke imports almost entirely 
from United States—237,000 


tons ; coke now being produced 
on the Coahuila coalfields. 
Increased production of 
cotton piece-goods in 1900; 
11,800,000 piecesand 4,256,000 
Ibs. of yarn made; 28,617 
hands employed in 134 factories 
which were working. 
Cultivation of: flax slowly 
advancing and the manufacture 
of linen goods extending. 
Increasing use of electric 
traction. 
595,0001. worth of railway 
rails imported against 395,0001. 
in 1899. 


its position on the direct route 
from Kobe and Yokohama to 
Shanghai and Hong Kong, and 
cheaper cost for coal, but 
anchorage and facilities are 
superior at Nagasaki, also 


generally the quality of the coal. 


Trade of other ports, viz., 
Kuchinotsu, Karatsu and 
Hakata. 

Russian shipping at Naga- 
saki. 

Shipbuilding ; new dry dock 
to be constructed. 


Mexico, 1900. 


Increased demand for ma- 
chinery owing to mining 
developments ; opening of a 
branch of the Carnegie Steel 
Company for selling their 
products. 

Two new German hardware 
stores opened this year. 

Bottling of native mineral 
waters. 

Boots and shoes from United 
States. 

Crude petroleum imported 
and refined in the country. 

Increasing export of hene- 
quen or sisal hemp. 

$,027 miles of railway now 
open in the Republic. 

Coinage and export of 
Mexican dollars. 

Means of communication. 
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No. 2,694. Fiume, 1900. 


Exports to British India Imports of Turkish coal— 
increasingly carried by the results not satisfactory. 
subsidised _ Austrian - Lloyd Tables of imports from and 
steamers. exports to British Empire. 


Lumber and oak staves trade. 
No. 2,695. Oporto and District, 1900. 


Imports and exports by Attempts to improve the 
articles. quality of Portuguese olive oil. 

Exports of pit-wood begun Depression in trade of local 
two years ago and steadily cotton mills. 
increasing. 

No. 2,696. Bahia, 1900. 

Tobacco—the most impor- Piassava trade threatened by 
tant industry. reckless destruction of trees. 

Increased cocoa exports. Manganese ore worked by 

Sugar-growing prospects so one British, one American, and 


bad that canes have been fired two Brazilian companies. 


im many cases. 


OTHER RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. VII. 38-vi. Price 44d. 


This is the seventh number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
-Russia, Sweden, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Egypt, the United States, Japan, 
and British India, and summary statements for Canada and Mexico. 
The statements for each country deal with the latest period for 
which returns have been received at the Board of Trade at the date 
of preparation, that for the United States showing the principal 
articles imported and exported during the 12 months ended 
30th June, 1901. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
Report on the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1900. [Cd. 
718.) Price 1s. 1d. 


Board of Trade (Labour Department.) Report on Changes in 
Rates of Wages and Howrs of Labour wm the United Kingdom in 
1900, with Statistical Tables. [Cd.688.] Price 1s. 54d. 


The present volume is the eighth of a series of annual reports 
presented to Parliament dealing with the changes in the market 


or 
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rates of wages and recognised hours of labour of work-people in 
the United Kingdom for a full week’s work, exclusive of overtime. 
The changes of this description that took effect in 1900 are set 
forth in detailed tables, and from these details summaries have 
been prepared in which the facts with regard to each trade and 
group of kindred trades are classified in various ways. Attention 
is drawn in the report to the new Piece Price Statements and 
Sliding Scales of 1900, and to the principal amendments to similar 
statements which were in operation before the beginning of the 
year. Lists of the Piece Price Statements and Sliding Scales and 
other Wages Agreements signed in 1900 are also given, as well as 
specimens of the Wages Agreements made in 1900 serving to 
illustrate the various matters other than wages covered by such 
agreements. 

The year 1900 was the culminating point of the upward move- 
ment of wages which began in 1896. Not only did the general 
level of wages in the United Kingdom stand higher at the end of 
1900 than in any other year for which statistics exist, but the rate 
of increase during last year was unprecedentedly high. If we confine 
ourselves to the industries for which it is possible to obtain definite 
statistics, we find that no fewer than 1,112,684 workpeople, or 
about one-seventh of the total number employed, received advances 
during the year amounting to no less than 212,000l. per week, 
while only 23,010 sustained decreases to the unimportant amount 
of 2,8001. per week. The net weekly rise of 209,000/. compares 
with 91,000/. in 1899, and 81,0001. in 1898. 

As in the two previous years by far the larger amount of the 
increase is accounted for by the rise of miners’ wages, which rose 
on the average nearly 4s. 5d. per week in the course of the year, 
and accounted for 168,000l. or 80 per cent. of the total weekly in- 
crease of wages. 


Merchant Siripping, 1900. Tables showing the progress of Mer- 
chant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the Principal Maritime 
Countries. 306. Price 7d. 


The tables in this annual return, which is issued by the Board 
of Trade, have been re-arranged and, in some instances, recast. 
Particulars are given in the first part for a series of years of the 
entrances and clearances at ports in the United Kingdom, the 
principal maritime countries, and British India. The second part 
shows the tonnage of merchant navies, British and Foreign, on the 
register, added to the register and removed from the register on 
account of wreck, as well as of the tonnage built in certain 
countries, the particulars with regard to the tonnage built ia 
Germany being given for the first time. The third part gives 
certain particulars as to the wages, numbers, and conditions of 
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employment in the mercantile marine of the United Kingdom. 
The two tables in the fourth part relate to the traffic through the 
Suez Canal. 


Forty-fijth Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Customs (for the 
year ended 31st March, 1901). [Cd. 763.| Price 24d. 


The Gross Imperial Customs Revenue collected in the year 
1900-1901 amounted to 26,614,6091. or, after deduction of drawbacks 
and Repayments, to 26,270,959/. This is 3,227,487]. more than 
the produce of 1899-1900, and 2,650,959 more than the Budget 
Estimate for the year. The Customs Revenue has thus brought in 
11-22 per cent. more than it was expected to produce, and 14°01 
per cent. more than it produced in 1899-1900. 

Cocoa, cocoa husks, chocolate and cocoa butter contributed in 
duties 242,151. coffee 189,783/., dried fruit 349,2631., spirits 
4,769, 631., tea 6,264,5151., tobacco and snuff 12,838,5781., and 
wine 1,488,4531, 


Tramway and Gas and Water Orders, Session 1901. Report by 
the Board of Trade of their proceedings under the Tramwcys Act, 
1870, and the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, during the 
Session of 1901. [Cd. 753.) Price 14d. 


Sept. 5, 1901.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 547 


Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
laces since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Rodtiewenhe, East Har ing Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. | Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... ool 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement tee 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, "1900... 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 280. 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __.... 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... 
2554 Ionian Islands «| 1d. 
2555 Angola (1899) .. ase iam 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 
2561 Samoa (1900) . re eve $4. 
2562 | Havre (1900) ... 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition 20. 
2566 | Chicago (1900)... Bd. 
2568 German East Africa (1900) - 
2569 La Rochelle (1900) one eee 
2570 | Baltimore (1900) 2d. 
2571 Texas (1900) ... eae 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1900) ooo 
2579 Netherlands (1900) ose onl 
2582 Calais (1900) . soe] 
2583 Trieste (1900) ... ove 
2587 Ale po (1900) wel 
2689 Faroe Islands (1900)... sos 
2590 Stockholm (1900) ‘xs sis}, 
2592 Cadiz (1900) ... one 


i 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—VUontinued. 


No. Place. Price. 
2599 | The Cyclades (1900)... 
2602 Porto Alegre (1900)... dpe. 
2608 Mozambique (1900)... 2g. 
2611 | Yokohama (1900) = 
2615 Buenos Ayres (1900)... 240. 
2621 Philadelphia (1900)... 2d 
2624 | Corsica (1900) .. 
2625 | Pondicherry and Karikal 1 (1900) 
2626 New Caledonia (1900) . | 
2627 Beira (1900) ... od pale 
2631 Persian Gulf (1900) __... Bd. 
2632 | Nar-al-Baida (1899-1900) 
2633 Ciudad Bolivar (1900) . 
2636 Malaga (1900) ove 3d. 
2638 Philippine Islands (1900) 2d. 
2639 Peru (1900) 20. 
2644 Amoy (1900) ... oa] 
2647 Porto Rico (1900) 13d. 
2648 | Resht (1900) ... = 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 

No, | Place. | Price 
2653 | Pemba (1900) ... 34d. 
2654 . Quilimane (1900) see 4d. 
2655 | Wenchow (1900) seo ld. 
2656 | Dutch Guiana (1900) ld. 
2657 Erzeroum (1900) 1d. 
2658 | Wuchow (1900) 1d. 
2659 | Norway (1909)... 54d. 
2660 Barranquilla (1900) 1d. 
2661 Costa Rica (1900) 1d. 
2662 Beirut and Coast of Syria a 900)... 1}d. 
2663 Réunion (1900) oof 1d, 
2664 Austria-Hungary. (1900)... «| 24; 
2665. Java (1900)... hd, 
2666 | Oregon (1900) .. ol 
2667 Wuhu (1900) ... 1d. 
2669 | Roumania (1900) lid. 
2670 | Cherbourg (1900) 
2672 Boston (190v) .. 24d. 
2673 | San Francisco (1900) bas 
°675 | Kiukiang (1900) |, 
2676 | Canton (1900) ... dl 18. 
2677 | Madeira (1900) cee 
2678 | South [taly (1900) -| 
2682 | Hakodate (1900) ld, 
268% | Pakhoi (1900) ... 
2686 | A1sexandria (1900) des 
2683 Bohemia (1100) oe 
248) Port Said and Suez (1900) 
2691 Kobe (1900)... gd. 
2692 | Nagasaki (1900) 
2693 Mexico (1900)... i 
2694 | Fiume (1900) ... i, 
2695 Oporto (190V) ... 
2696 Bahia (1900) ... 14, 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
7 and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 2d. 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry ose 34. 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry .. 4d. 
551 Africa.—V eterinary Work in British East Africa and nd Uganda 
Protectorates (1898—1900) 4d. 
552 France.—Production of Normandy Cider .. 
553 Germany.—German Iron Trade in 1899 and 1900 .., oon _ 
554 Austria-Hungary.—Sugar Industry of Bohemia we . 
555 Russia—Mineral and Metallurgical Industries 24d. 
556 United States. a on the Cement Industry of ‘the United , 
States d. 
557 Egypt. —Report. on British Trade with Egypt (1895—1900) 
558 Brazil.— Financial and Economic Situation 
559 Germany.—V ine Culture and Wine Trade (1898 — 1900) 1d. 
560 France.— Openings for British Trade in the Bordeaux District} 4d. 
561 Germany.—Chemical Instruction and Industries ... 
562 United States.—Coal and Coke Trade = 
563 United States.—Horse Industry ... 
Treaty Series. } 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and wegamese’ 
relative to China 4d, 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons Sob 4d. 


3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 4d, 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... 1d, 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America for the mutual extradition of _— 
criminals .. 3d, 
6 Convention between the United Kingdom and France 
referring to Arbitration, the differences in connection with 
the Waima and “Sergent Malamine” Inciflents we 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 

312 St. Vincent ... we eee 

313 Basutoland... ose aoe eae 34d. 

314 Hong Kong... 24d. 

319 Christmas Island coe «oot dd, 

324 Sierra Leone ... ose 

328 | Turks and Caicos Islands ate vee]. 


q 
| 
| 
H 


552 THE BOARD’ OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 5, 1901, 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
— the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—-Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Yolonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper . 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Kast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
Landon, E.C., price 234, 
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